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THE BLACK / AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER PRESENTS

BLACK  
HISTORY 
MONTH
- Black History month 2017 kicks off 
-  Meeting Ibram X . Kendi and Rudy Francisco 
- Student models strutting their new outfit and hair 
- Studying abroad experiences revealed 
- Introducing our first faculty staff  spotlight 

?
Who’s taking  Faculty 
Spotlight this Month?

Dripping Melanin hair 
show brought the heat

BHM Kickoff with 
Meredith & Vivian

Expression of Love by
Rudy Francisco



black history month opening ceremony
written by: ally johnson

On February 1st 2017, the Black/African American 
Cultural Center hosted its annual Black History 
Month Opening Ceremony. During this event, we 
showcased multiple talents from a range of 

students such as singing, dancing, spoken word, students such as singing, dancing, spoken word, 
and visual art. These determined students have 
been successful showcasing their talents while 
also pursuing a college education and the office 

wanted to acknowledge those 
accomplishments.



 The B/AACC office has been in existence for 40 
years and on that day we acknowledged that we 
are standing on the shoulders of giants. Meredith 
Levert, the founder of Project Go and Vivian Kerr, 
the first director of B/AACC, previously known as 
Black Student Services, attended and spoke about 
their experience during their time at Colorado 
State and what inspired them to start these State and what inspired them to start these 

programs. 



Daveion Oliver and Alexis Von Gwin, who were 
crowned Mr. and Ms. CSU in the Fall of 2016, 

hosted the Opening Ceremony. Students, staff and 
faculty members attended and it was 

heartwarming to see eveheartwarming to see everyone come together as a 
community. This event was very eye opening for 
me as a young, African American woman, who 

wishes to make a positive change within the black 
community. I’m grateful that we could recognize a 
historical month in such way an uplifting way. 



Being Black & religious 

 The Adhan is a familiar sound to many millions of pious 
Muslims and yet one that is completely foreign to the ears of 
many Americans. Yet, it was this  melodious call that 

wwelcomed all to the Black & Religious session hosted by Dr. 
Ray Black. For many, this event was as powerful as it was 
uncompromising. Dr. Black elegantly drew in the crowd to 
participate and to wonder what it means to be Black and 
Religious and why we unconsciously associate Black 

rereligious affiliations solely with Christianity. From there he 
broke down facts with figures and anecdotes about the true 
level of religious diversity within the Black Community. 
Those who attended this event would be hard pressed to 
leave without knowing that Christianity, Judaism, Islam, 
and Hinduism alike are all equally authentic ways to 

ppractice Black faith. The history of how these faiths arrived 
in the black collective consciousness is a winding and 
ranging one. While many of these religions existed in and 
throughout Africa since their inceptions, it was often the case 
that these religions were imposed by outside forces.  
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Dr. Black effortlessly elucidated this long and complex 
history for all in attendance while also being careful to show 
that regardless of how these religions came into the black 
community, that many, if not all of them, played an 

impoimportant role in creating the enduring black spirit.  Further 
Dr. Black showed how the financial stability and growth of 
these faiths became the bedrocks for many of the civil rights 
heroes we know and praise today, namely Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Malcolm X. Furthermore, Dr. Black showed that 
this fiscal support from the hallowed halls of religious faith 
could become a bedrock on which to build independent black 
run educational systems that arun educational systems that are not tied down and 

determined by federal mandates. All in all, this discussion 
was of intense yet enjoyable education and in the end we 
found a way to understand Black Religiosity in a way that 

gave it an intersectional and historic treatment. 









and policies and that these ideas do not 
come from hate and ignorance but rather 
from people who see the political, social 
and economic benefits of discrimination.
Some of the Some of the topics Kendi shared resonated 
with me, personally. One issue addressed 
that there are really only two explanations 
for the racial inequities that we see today 
and have seen throughout history. The first 
being there is something inherently wrong 
with black people, which is why they are 
more crimimore criminal and lazy and are arrested 
and unemployed at higher rates. The second 
idea is that there is racial discrimination 
within how jobs are distributed and how 
the criminal justice system treats black 
people. If a person buys into the first 







BEING BLACK & BI-RACIAL
WRITTEB BY: SELAM TEWHADE

BEING BLACK AND BI/MULTI-RACIAL WAS A  DISCUSSION LED BY DR. 
VINCENT BASILE. THE GROUP WAS MADE OF A MIX OF PEOPLE, SOME WHO 
IDENTIFIED AS BI/MULTI-RACIAL AND SOME WHO DID NOT. THE TALK 
BEGAN WITH EXPLORING THE CHALLENGES THAT COME ALONG WITH NOT 
ASSOCIATING WITH ONLY ONE RACE. FROM FAMILY, WORK, FRIENDS, AND 
EVERYDAY STRANGERS THAT QUESTION “WHAT ARE YOU?” CAN BE A 
CONSCONSTANT AND COMPLEX CHALLENGE FOR SOMEONE WHO IS 

BI/MULTI-RACIAL. THIS IDENTITY CAN POSE A PROBLEM FOR SOCIETY AS A 
WHOLE BECAUSE OF THE CHECKING OFF A BOX PROBLEM. SOCIETY IS 
CONSTANTLY TRYING TO CATEGORIZE PEOPLE AND BI/MULTI-RACIAL 
PEOPLE CAN POSE A PROBLEM TO THIS SYSTEM. WHEN CALCULATING THE 
DIVERSITY OF A CERTAIN GROUP WHETHER IT BE A NEW CLASS OF 

COLLEGE STUDENTS OR WHO COLLEGE STUDENTS OR WHO WAS ACCEPTED FOR A LOAN FROM A BANK IN 
A PARTICULAR YEAR, PEOPLE WHO HAVE MULTIPLE RACIAL IDENTITIES CAN 
EITHER BE COUNTED MULTIPLE TIMES FOR THE DIFFERENT RACIAL 
IDENTITIES THEY HOLD, OR BE TOSSED OUT OF THE CALCULATIONS ALL 
TOGETHER. WE DISCUSSED HOW, IN SUCH A TUMULTUOUS AND DIVIDED 
TIME, IT CAN BE HARD TO HAVE FAMILY ON BOTH SIDES OF THE DIVIDE AND 
FEELING STUCK BETWEEN TWO WORLDS. HOWEVER, DURING THE 



DISCUSSIONS WE WERE ABLE TO CELEBRATE AND DISCUSS THE BEAUTIFUL 
PART OF LIFE THAT COME WITH HOLDING MULTIPLE RACIAL IDENTITIES. 
BEING ABLE TO EXPERIENCE MULTIPLE DIFFERENT CULTURES IS A RARE 
AND SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO HAVE IN THIS LIFE. AS AN ETHIOPIAN AND 
WHITE WOMAN, I FOUND IT NICE TO BE SURROUNDED BY PEOPLE WHO 
SHARED THE SAME EXPERIENCES AS MYSELF AND TAKE A MOMENT TO 
CELEBRCELEBRATE ALL THAT MAKES US GREAT. BI/MULTI-RACIAL INDIVIDUALS 

HAVE EVERYTHING TO BE PROUD OF AND CELEBRATE.  



Dripping

Melanin
    themselves on their hair and the diverse styles they 
have created whether natural, permed, braided or dreaded. 
UWC’s goal is to celebrate this journey and tell the untold stories

Every year, United Women of 
Color host an annual Hair 
Show for Black History Month 
to showcase black hair and 
beauty. African American men 
and women have prided 

that have coincided with it. This year 
the theme for the show was “Dripping 
Melanin” which means being unapologetically black.
With all of the negativity that is being thrown toward 
people of color, particularly 
black people, UWC is grateful to 
have any opportunity to 
showcase and celebrate the 
beauty in what it truly means to 

be black. This year the show was hosted by Shannon 



     This year we had three stylists participating in the 
Hair Show, and those ladies were Tiana Porter, Taylor Scott, 
and CSU Alum Corrine Fenster. They competed in 4 rounds 
displaying natural hair, short hair, up-dos, and classic black hair 
and were judged according to precision, artistry, poise, 
creativity, crowd participation, and presentation. There were 6 judges who 
decided the winnedecided the winner. Tiana Porter took the cake and went home with the 
grand prize of $300!

         Martin, the Vice President, and myself,     
    Jhasmyne Cooper-Moore, as the president of UWC. 
   The event was held in the Lory Student Center 
  Theater, which helps us set up the show 
year after year. I have been a part of UWC 
since my freshman year and the Hair Show 

has gotten increasingly better in every aspect. Our attendance 
    number has grown, the competitive skill set of the
           stylists has increased, and the 
         overall enjoyment of the event has 
             skyrocketed to great levels. 

 



       This year also arose the idea to give a 
  platform to local apparel brands from the Denver  
   Metro and Northern Colorado area. This year was the 
first time that five local brands presented 
their lines during the show. Brands also had 
the opportunity to sell their merchandise and 

network with fellow brands, college students, and community 
     members. We had Manimal, Y1F Originals, Crafty 
           Collective, Cones Collective, and 
        Black Sheep Mob. All the brands are 
            currently being run by young 
   people under the age of 25. This was an amazing
opportunity to shopportunity to show all  the amazing work that young 
people of color are invested in. Again, with the continued help 
and support of such phenomenal and dedicated members of 
United Women of Color, the Black History Month Hair Show 
was a success and will be back next year, bigger and better. 









BEING BLACK AND A LGB



Being Black & a Feminist
“We don’t want any black women to attend” are the words that were 
spoken to Ida B. Wells, a black feminist, by one of the pioneers of White 
Feminism. What is now known as First Wave Feminism was focused on the 
rights of white women. They feared having black women rally with them 
because they believed it would reframe the feminist movement to be about 
the rights of black people, due to racial tensions in the twenties. 
CuCurrently, the Feminist Movement is known to be Third Wave Feminism, 
which calls for the inclusion of all women of color. It is important to 
note that being Black and Feminist does not automatically make someone a 
Black Feminist and that there are different philosophies to Black Feminism. 
The facilitator, Corey Evans, informed us she would be speaking from the 
perspective of decolonizing the mind by using philosophies by Patricia Hill 
Collins and Kimberly Crenshaw. Collins believed in order to decolonize the 
mimind, the oppressed and the oppressor must check their privilege and see 
how their identities center them in the power structure. This is particularly 
a focus for black women, as we often catch ourselves feeding into the 
patriarchal society in America and supporting black men more than 
ourselves. Crenshaw coined the term intersectionality in 1989 to describe 
how black women’s issues often go unnoticed in movements since they do 

not fit into the framework of just Black issues and just 

WriŦen by: Tricia Alexander



women’s issues. The paradox of the black woman’s experience is that she is 
viewed as having a dual advantage, particularly in academia and 

eemployment, since she has two marginalized identities. This idea is known as 
double discrimination. Black Feminism allows for black women to create 
their own framework and combat the ways in which they are victimized. 
Instead of waiting for the trickle-down effect of social justice to reach 
them, they decided to create a movement that allows them to be seen and 

heard.



Black  History  Month  Real  Talk



STUDYING 
ABROAD 

Written by: Yasmine Amon



Demi Flores: Spain
 4th Year studying Human Development and Family Studies with a Spanish Minor

“My advice would be to really live in the moment, allow yourself 
to be present and even if it’s not what you expected, to make 
the best of it and learn all you can while you’re in a new 
environment. Also to be familiar with the language, if not your 
experience may be less enjoyable and it will be difficult to navi-
gate through the country.”



Destini Hall: Semester at Sea
 3rd year studying Interdisciplinary Liberal Art and traveled to 13 countries during Semester 
at Sea (France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Spain, Morocco, Senegal, Brazil, Trinidad, Peru, 
Ecuador, and Costa Rica)

“My most memorable experience while studying abroad was 
riding camels through the Sahara Desert in Morocco. While in 
Fez, Morocco, some friends and I drove seven hours to the 
Sahara Desert, then rode on camels, traveling to a small 
Berber camp in the desert. We then had a celebration with the 
Berber people, which included singing, dancing, food, and mint 
tea (the BEST tea of my life!) We stayed up all night on the 
sand dunes, looking up at the stars, and talking about theories sand dunes, looking up at the stars, and talking about theories 
of life, and making it to this beautiful place. We laughed with 
locals and embraced their culture and the land. It was a truly 
humbling, and life altering experience.” 



Shayla Monteiro: Jamkhed, India
5th year double majoring in Interdisciplinary Women Studies and Social Work

How to reconnect my spirit with my body and context is everything!

“I would go back because of the free spirit and friendliness of the 
people. I enjoyed the historical aspect of the cities, and the culture 
that was presented. One of the reasons I want to go back is how 
cost effective Prague was and I would definitely recommend 
travelling there to anybody who is interested.”

Joel Eshun: Prague, Czech Republic
4th year studying Computer Science and minoring in Business Administration



NaStassja Barker: Spain
3rd year studying Communications with a Spanish minor

“My trip impacted my Spanish minor and future career choices 
a great deal. While studying abroad I allowed myself to become 
immersed in the culture. The daily tutorials and conversations 
helped enhance my conversational style and pronunciation by 
speaking only Spanish for a whole month. By studying abroad I 
was able to practice my speaking with individuals who are fluent 
in Spanish which helped me to better understand what I needed 
to work on. After my study abroad program, I decided to to work on. After my study abroad program, I decided to 
retake LSPA 200 which helps students to understand Spanish 
as we go into our higher level classes. My study abroad trip has 
impacted my future career because I am now more motivated 
to be bilingual and fluent in Spanish and become a Spanish 
translator.”



Briana Daniels: Ghana
3rd year majoring in Health and Exercise Science with a concentration in Sports Medicine

“I did a lot of first-timers while in Ghana. I tried real sugar cane 
and had a toothache for the rest of the day. I tried many di-
fferent types of foods, including the freshest coconut water 
you will ever have, banku, fufu and red red. I bargained my way 
through a huge food market and many craft markets. I walked 
on 7 rope bridges in the Kakum National Forest that were 160 
ft. in the air and wobbled every time you took a step. I visited 
two of the three slave castles that were used in the Slave two of the three slave castles that were used in the Slave 
Trade, visited the slave market, fed a monkey in my arms, 
swam in the Atlantic Ocean, and met a famous poet who once 
hung out with Maya Angelou. Ghana was an incredible experien-
ce and I would recommend visiting to anyone who is willing to 
learn the culture and understand the amazing country.” 



Shannon Martin: Western Europe
4th year studying Apparel and Merchandising with a Business and Technical 
Communications Major. Traveled to France, United Kingdom, Netherlands and Belgium

“Before I studied abroad I feel like I looked at life through tunnel 
vision. I had rarely been out of the state and I had been so ac-
customed to the culture and the way we do things to the point 
I thought that was the only way to live. During my time outside 
the country, I experienced worldly issues such as the attacks in 
Belgium forcing us to leave within 24 hours, the floods in Paris, 
and the attacks and strikes that were taking place in the 
Charles De Gaulle airport. It’s not every students ideal vision to Charles De Gaulle airport. It’s not every students ideal vision to 
go across the world and wind up in such sensitive and frighte-
ning situations, yet for me it was sort of refreshing, not in the 
way that it was positive, but in the way that it sparked a light in 
me. I rarely paid attention to world news prior to this trip 



Shannon Martin: Western Europe
4th year studying Apparel and Merchandising with a Business and Technical 
Communications Major. Traveled to France, United Kingdom, Netherlands and Belgium

because as selfishly as it sounds, it wasn't directly affecting me. 
The only things that I knew about were the things that the US 
news chose to cover. But to be in these countries while all this 
was taking place and to feel the fear and agony of the com-
munity, and to see all these unfortunate events unfold before 
my eyes changed my views of life and made me realize how 
important world news is.” 
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